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CHAPTER XIX.

The Battle Opens.

A clattering skirmish fire had gone
on all the time that the lines were
forming, and Stuart had brought up
his artillery, which was being replied
to by the splendid horze halteries be-
longing to the corps. These were con-
stituted a brigade under Capt. M. Rob-
ertson, and consisted of the 6th N. Y.
Battery, B, L, D and M, 2d U. 8§ and
A, C E, 4th T 5. It was long past noon
before the lines were formed on either
tlde to the satisfaction of the com-
manders. Devins and the Reserve Bri-
gade were first engaged, with the enemy
strongly posted on a LI in the rear of
& thin skirt of woods which concealed
Breathed's Battery. This battery i
one of the finest in the Confederate
prmy, and was making unusuzlly good
practice upon our lines, The Confeder-

,hot In his side. The field was the
| scene of the wildest excitement and dis-

order, and Stuvart, In despair at the
1 1

| faflure of hijs men to withstand the
charge of the Union troops, was geen |

gulloping about, shouting and waving
his salier in the vain attempt to rally
{his men. Federals and Confederates
|were darting in every direction, and’' as
lone of the former was riding past Stuart
lin this melee he shot him thru the body.

Jen. Custer belleved that Gen. J.
E. B. Stuart was killed in front of
|them by Private John A HufT,
iCo. E. 5th Mich. Cav., who was
afterwards  killed at Haw's Shop.
| The bullet enteéred his side, and, passing
thru the stomach, In ed a4 mortal
wound, grazing a small Bible which his
mother had given him in its passage.
The brave cavalry leader was tenderly
lifted from his horse, placed in an am-
bulanee and hurrled off toward Me-
chanlesville, His wound was examined,
found to be mortal, and as it was de-
: make his end as comfortable

sirivd 1o

but he lingered for several hours, con-
gcious to the last. He requested that
several hymns of which he was specially
fond should be sung for him, and his
lips were frequently seen to move in
prayer. As he felt his last moments
approaching he gave directions for the
disposal of some small objects, such ns
the small Confederate flag which deco-
rated his horse’s head in battle, his

spurs and a few other things. He ex-
pressed himself as resigned to God's
will, and his end was peaceful. 1ile was

buried in Hollywood Cemetery, in Rich-
mond, beside the little daughter whom
he loved so tenderly, and a4 monument
has been erccted there in his honor. Of
|all the leaders that the South had dur-
ling the civil war none Is felt to-day to

{have been more truly devoted and zeal-
ous than Stuart.
Richmond in His Grasp.
Sheridan was one of lhuﬁc""’!vnm'nls
who fought his battles to a finish and
his field cleanly.

: reaped

charge plerced Stuart’s: left there wns |

lan advance everywhere along the miles
of battle line, and evemwhere the ex-
ultant Unlon troopers swept their ene-
micg hefore them. With Stuart killed
lund many others severely »\'numlml._ﬂ‘..-
Confedernte horsemen for the lirst time
seemed to completely lose all heart.
The most of them were driven in total
rout toward Ashland, while a smaller
| part retreated in equal disorder into
Richmond.

Leaving his division commnanders to
glean the field, Sherid went on with

sin

la small party in pursuit of the enemy

THE FIGHT AT YELLOW TAVERN.

ates In front of Custer were dismount- and peaceful ag possible he was at once ;tjr;\'\‘j_r;liuv
| Inner
| ing

ed, and firing from shelter with entirely
too good alm. Custer ordered Col. Al-
ger, of the 5th Mich. Cav., nnq Mal.
Kidd, of the 6th, to dismount their men
gnd charge the enemy. This was done
in the customary vigorous style of the
Michigan men, who gained a position
where they could dellver an effective
fire upon the Confederates. The dash-
ing Custer rode forward with his men
in this movement, and hig quick eye
took in ell the possibilities of a suc-
cessful rush by his mounted men. Di-
recting Alger and Kidd to hold thelr
line firmly, he galloped off to form the
1gt Mich. Cav. In column of squadrons
under the cover of the woods. He next
sent orders to Alger and Kidd to move
forward and occupy the attention of

the enemy, while Heaton's Battery
opened up a fierce fire. His arrangeé-
ments perfected, his brigade bugler

sounded the advance, and Custer, with
his long, fair hair flylng in the air, his
bright saber flashing in the afterncon
sun, dashed forward at the head of the
veterans of the 1st Mich. Cav. directly
upon the flank of the artillery.
Sheridan was aware of what Custer
was preparing for, and rode forward to

take In a sight that fillled his soidier's

heart with joy. As soon as the Ist
Mich. Cavy emerged from the woods,

the Confederate hattery turned all jts
attention to it, and tried to overwhehn
it with a storm of eanister and shell.

It was indeed & desperate chance that

Custer and the regiment were taking.
Between them and the battery to be

reached were five fences and a bridge,

over which not more than three men
With hearts fuil |

could pass at a time,
to bursting with the supreme excite-

ment of the moment, thre Michigan boys

raised a terrible well, and followed
Licut.-Col. Stagg in a swift rush that
passged all obstacles as if they were
trifiles, The charge was simply irresist-

{ble, and the artillerymen fallowed their

cavalry supporters in precipitate fllght.

The first to reach the battery was Maj.
the

Howrigan, who was wounded in
erm as he came up to the battery. The
§th and 6th Mich. Cav. advanced in
their tarn, and the enemy was driven

back across a ravine about a quarter of

a mile, where he railied and succeeded
in temporarily stopplng the 1st Mie
which had become disordered by
very succe=ss of the charge. Then Cus-
ter quickly flung in his reserve.
7th Mich. Cav., commanded by

Maj

Granger, came forward on a trot, with
thelr sabers drawn, and charged to the
very muzzles of the enemy's guns, Maj.
Granger falling with & bullet thru his

heart In advance of his men. The re-
sistaince of the enemy was stubborn,
but Custer flung in 1 of his men
against them, hirought Henton's Biit-
toery, and the ist Vt. Cav, under the
gallant Col. Preston, galloped up to sid
in the struggle Under th's terrifie
pressure the enemy gave wa and fled
in disorder, leaving Hhix dead and
wounded on the fleld. th

Among

the

The

taken to Richmond and to the home of
|:l friend, where he received every at-
Itention that the grief-stricken city ¢ould
lgive him. Col. Esten Cuoke gives this
description of the way the sad news was
recoived in the Confederate Capital:

“The intelligence that the great com-
mander of Lee's cavalry was mortally
wounded soon spread thru the city, and
produced the profoundest grief. The ef-
fect resembled that produced by the
telegrams just one year before: “Stone-
wall Jackson is wounded;" ‘Jackson is
dead.' Since the death of the great in-
fantry commander no soldier but Lee

Confederate Capital, and
found himself between the
and outer line of works defend-
the citv. At tiils point Sheridan
made a decizsion which marks him as
the true soldier, and shows him on a
higher plane than even the great Con-

the

federate leader whom he had van-
quished and slain, Stuart had been as
fond of the spectacuolar parts of the

soned knights of old, He dearly loved
a show, the plumed troop, the neighing
gteed, the esr-piercing fife, the spirit-
stirring drum, and his highest joy was
a wild gallop around the aolid ranks of

eve or wig more beloved than Stuart.
The charges of frivollty and a love of
ostentation brought against him in the |
carly part of the war had long been si-
lenced.

“THE RAIN 1

thaoraoly known, and the fact was uni-
versally recognized that the Sputhern
| cnuae had no more ardent and.devoted
defender. The phrase ‘Lee, Jackson
and Stunrt” had become "Lec and Stuare,”
and now, when this last was dylng from
a wound received in defense
| Capitnl, the people of Richmond were

killed was the not ous Henn |nffected as they hnd noever been affected
Pate, who had achleved notority in the | by sany event szinee the death of Jack-
Kansas struzgles, where he I the dis- ! son.

tinction of being defeated and taken| “The wounded General had not the
prisoner hy the Kunsas farmers under { happiness of seelng his wife and son
the lead of old John Brown before his deasth, and this was a sub-

The Death of Stuart.

When Stuart
acter of the s
of the 11th, v
Lomax, and the

atfon on the after
ien his left., un
right,

attack, he ordered Maj. Breathed

take commiand of all the mountsd me nl

in the road, and hold it at anw 4
BpEainyt whatever might come, Breathed
who never seemed to be much
his natural element as when

g0

v the desperite char-
mn
er Gen.
under Fitzhugh | est
Lee, had given way under the Federal
to | cepeminlly

in
engaxerd
in flerce and hopeless fighting, called o

| Jeet of deep distress to him. Mry, Stuart

wie a daughter of Gen. Philip St
Goeorge Coalie, of the United States

, mnd there never was a happler

Siuart was a man of the wirm-
afiection and a most devoted hus-
| biand, and his love for hig children wans
tender. Hia little daughter
Flora, 4 childd with blue eves and light
curls, had dled in 1862, while he was
iting east of the Blue Ridge after
Sharpshburg, and he was nearly un-
manped by it. I remember his alluding
to it one day and saying, a8 he turned

his men to follow, and immediately |awny to hide the tears In his eves: I
chiarged the Federad column, He wr hall never ger over i Now, on his
#t once =urrcunded, and {n the den | dvathbed, he bhud not the consolation
saber fight that followed was nearly cul | o scoins those pear and desr who were
trom his saddle and recelved a pistol 'left to him.”

had filled a greater space in the public

of the |

the enemy, where all was excitement,
thrill, the patter of hoofs, and the glit-
tering display of the silver reeds of -
bers. Then he would return to camp
to hear of his prilges, wlhich were ring-

His real character had become | ing from one end of the land to the

T RAINETH.”

1ulht-r. and to enjoy the amazement and
| confusion of the enemy by whom he
(had whizzed cometlike.  All this wa
very fine, very poetie and maude columng
of reading matter of the most Interest-
| ing character, but did not achleve re-

-

sults,
It was results that Sheridan was
after, Had he heen Stuart, with such

|an opportunity as he then had before
| him, he would on that night have led
his miles of troopersg on o gallop thru
Richmond, getting fire to bulldings, ex-
|plmilng magazines, throwlng the city
linto frenzles of fear, with the Confeid-
|erate President and Government scur-
rving off to some plice of safety. In-
stead of this, however, he manifested
In great wisdom nand restraint in his
decislon ag to what should be his next
step, He remembered that before all
he was Grant's subordinate and assist-
ant, and that his first duty was to pro-
mote his commanding General's plans.
Above all things, Grant did not want
Richmond ecaptured then. The object
of his campalgn was to destroy Lee's
army, and he wanted to keep it in his
Immediate front untll this was aceom-
plished, TRichmond Intact, this force
would have to remain In its vicinity to

J (Continued on page thres.)

As Custer's |

| sideration of the bill was concluded the

| g ;
I.t on of the paval apprépriotion bill in

|gion for furtheér hammering on the ar-

cavalry gervice as the brilliantly capari- |

Bill—A Strong Naw:
tions—Troubles With Bureau

P

When ‘the naval apptopriation bill
comes up annually for consideration at
the north end of the Capitel, Senator
Hale usually has some new idea to bring
forward about armaments and the ex-
penses of an enormous military estnb-
lighment, This vear the Maine Senator
fmproved the oceasion to emphasize the
growing sentiment for arbitration of
differences between Nations, While
Perking, of Californla, the
| Chairman of the Naval Affairs Com-
| mittee, was nominally in charge of the
hill Senntor Hale, as the leading an-|

| Senator

!ll:--rnv on naval afairs in the Sennte,
Hed off in the discussion and -set the
|

| pee for the procedure.

|  Therg was some surprige in the Sen-
ate when Mr. Hale came ¥Yorward with
L vequest that a portion af the address
Lof ex-President Theodore Roosevelt he-
fore an audience recently Jat Christiana !
(! “1 think." suld Senator Hule,
“"the experience of thiat very great man
‘I! ; enlarged his vEion, § Some of us|
|1l2 not alwayvs agree with him, but|
there never was o thine when his mon-
‘-‘:-I resources were not such that he
cottld not bring the Best of argument|
‘1‘“?‘ his slde of the case. Now, I “'u-]-l
come the enlarged vision, the humani- |
larian (den, the anti-military jdea that
Ha conveyed by the hich the ex-|
Fresident made in Norwag.” And after
[Senntor Hale had quoied Trom 5Mr. |
Roosevelt's advacaey 6f  an  agres-|
ment to limit the sizs of ships of war|
l:lllll of an agre cnt which would “go|
much further,” Senantor Hale argued
there wns *
Iy, g0 wisely, s0 Lenefifently, not only !
|t uz, hot to the whole world, take thlsi
|1m:h attitude which iz fecammended to

we read.

speech

us by ex-President Rogsestii—there 18]
|no country that ecan 8o well afford to|
take this high ground: as theée United
States of Amer |
y |

A Pe v Syvimposigm, }

And following the Senuior'g cue ‘E‘.;a<rn|
wns quite a symposium of peace |
specches, Senator Purten, of Ohlo, who |
has long bheen an opponent of excossive |
military expenditures, foined In with a|
forceful arguraent, and’ hefore the con-

gtrength of centiment " for arBitration
methods was much emphazized., When
it ia recalled that not many yenrs ago
speccheés of that character were not
especially well recelved jn Congress one
can gailn n definite en of the progress
that is making along the lnes where
Senator Hale wns a plopeer advocate.
It Is gquite probable that'the cobslidera-

yvenrs to come will he made tHe ocen-
hitration ddea, the advancement of
i which effectively checks the emormous
|growth of military expenditures,

Some contribut!ons to the problem of
const fortificntlons have been made dur-
Ing the geszion of Congress, altho these
are by no means entirely solved, 1t is
disheartening to those who feel the
vitlue of g dolinr o henr the statesmen
talk about ships of war costing $16,-
G00.000 or 318,000,000 aplece, only to
be thrown upon the junk heap after a
few years, when it hus enst the Govern-
yment a5 much more for thelr mainte-
nianee and vpkeep, But on top of this
evidence of waste of millions comes the
expenses of coast fortifieations. They
are by no means as large as for the
Navy., but th2 equipment wearg out in
the course of a few years, and experi-
|ence has shown that the guns and ar-
| mament for the defense of coapsts and
|elties during one generdation are ohso-
|lete for the following generation.

Fortifying the Philippines,

The debates of the Senzte during the
nast week have hrought out clearly that
expengive fortifications |n the Philip-
pine Islands are no longer favored by
those in authority. “That idea was
held tenaciously for a great many
yeurg” gald Senntor Newlands, of Ne-
vada, one of those who participated in
the debate. "It has met with muoch
oppoaltion In the Senate, and 1 am glad
Lo know thit the sentiment of Congress
nnd he sentiment of the country in
practically unanimous jn favor of its
abandonment, 1 recall that within a
short time after the acquisition of those
islands, in a conversation with a dis-
tingnished officer of the German stall,
he stated that any great European mili-
tary power taking possession of those
islands would not think of making
large expenditures in the way of forti-
fications, but would rely mainly upon
ita fleet. The policy which has now
been determined upon will diminish
the expense, the risk and the exposure
of the United States in that far-distant
country. i

Senator Gallinger, of New Hamp-
| whire, first emphastzed the declslon not
fto fortify in the Philippines, and Sen-
{ator Lodge sajd he aequlesced In it as
“a wise abandonment.” .

The Government has already spent in
round numbers something like $£8,000,-
000 for the fortifications of the Philip-
pines, and If the plans of Army officers
had been  followed  the Government
would now be committed to much lnrg-
er expenditures thera for fortifications,
The  go-called  “wbandonment,” how-
ever, does not mean that the expendi-
ture of money for fortifying Manila is
to cense altogether. Enormous defen-
mive works and the hest of bigh-power
modern guns have already been put
there. Only n few days ago an esti-
miute of $650,000 for the further forti-
ficution of the Phillppines was forward-
(ed to the Honse, and a good portion of
LI 4if not all of jt, will probably be voted
jat this session.

The “abandonment” applies more
}Htrll‘l],\' to the construction of naval de-
| fenses and naval bases, and It was de-
lelded some months agek that expendi-
| tures for those purposeés would cease
tin the Philippines and the Government
| would make its great naval base in the
il'm:ll‘u: at Pearl llarbor, Hawall. The
|debate in recent days has emphasized
that purpose, and Senate and House at
this session have already shown their
assent to the expenditure of very large
sims there to further the ercction of a
great naval gtation at that peint. Senator
Lodge nas just polnkedl out that Pearl
|Harbor will De th@& Glbraltar of the
United -States GoVermment jn the Pa-
citie. . I do not pretend to:be a naval
expert,” sald he, “but-¥ am quite certain
that no hostile fleet, would dare come
to the Pacific Coast and lcave the Amer-
1mﬂ [Mleet behind it with a Base at Ha-
wall." .

With that/end in view the Benate
finally npproved of & House provislon
appropriating $1,500,000 for dredging
the channel up to Pearl Harbor, in-

stead of §1,200,000, and also approved
of a Umit of $2,700,000 for: the eon-

(®pond,

A Peace Symposium in the Senate Over the Naval Appropriation
Pilvy to be Relied On Rather than Fortifica-

Chiefs.

struction there of a dryvdock which will
he one of the largest and one of the
begt drydocks in the world when com-
ploted.

Fortifying the Canal.

Very closely reliated with these mat-
ters of fortifications in the Philippines
and In the Sandwich Islands Is that of
fortifying the Panama Cananl,
which a contest §s raging In Congress,
A board of millitary men has recom-
ded fortifving the. cannl at a cost

I millions of dollars. These
once put In will

place,

mean an expense of about $1,000,000 to |

malntain, Quite a contingent of merm-
bers In the House, headed by ex-Speak-
er Keifer, of Ohio, is opposed to voting

thiz maney for canal fortifications, fav- |

the neutralization of the
of war thru the framing

oring instead
canal in time

of treaties with foreign Natlons. Such
# treaty now ls In force with Great
Britain, and it |8 claimed that other

treaties with the powers of the earth
cenild easily be negotinted.

The advocates of militarism are
pushing thelr ease aggressively, but if
the voting of the appropciation can be
prevented at this session of Congress
the prospects will be gocd for keeping
the ecanal open to all ships of war and
avolding the expense of fortifications
Were this country to galn any decided
advantnge by fortifying the eanal thers
wo il

iz little guestion what Congress
do, but experts say it will be exeeed-
ngly ditlicult to defend the canal in

time of wir and that
would probably prove
the United States

an advantage to

The Secretury of the Navy promises |

to be rid of some of kis troubles in ad-

tion bill fa finedly enacted into jJaw., He
hits been conducting n
campiign to foster a public sentiment
in favor of his plans, and
to be seen how far Congress will re-
The Senate commitiee put up-

on the nnval Wil a provision allowing

him to distribute the duoties of the
Fureaun of Equipment. In other woris,
that means the elimination of the Bu-

rean of Equipment, as the Secretary re-

qtiested last December. Perhnps the
House will not assent to this, but the
Secretary’s friends believe it will.

The Case of Admiral Rogers,

The opponents of the Secretary’s re-
organization plans have apparently heen
ehecked by the virtunl removal of Pav-
mister-Ge E. B. RHogers. He will
saon cease to be head of the Buresu
of Supplies and Accounts, and the Sec-
retary will have an officer there who
is hatter In accord with hiz own views
of administration, But Admiral Rog-
ers's frienda were influential enough to
dictnte the terms by which he Is to be
replaced. They virtually kick him up-
stalrg, and enable him to retire
the actlve Naval Service forthwith and
receive n pension for life almost equal
to hix present pay on the actjve list. At
lengy that will he the effect if the pro-
vizion whieh the Senate has enacted
becomes lnw,

For at present Admirial Rogers has
the relative rank of a Captain in the
Navy. But as the head of a Bureau

he has the relative rank of an Admiral |

af the lower class, corresponding with
a Brigadier-Generil in the Army. His
present pay is $5.500 a yvear, not count-
Ing allowances, which makes it §1,000
or more a vear additional. It is pro-
posed, however, to relire any Bureau
Chiefs with the rank next higher than
thit they actually have on the Navy
lst, but in termg which would mean a
Rear-Admiral of the first rank, corre-
sponding with that of a Major-General
in the Army. 'The pay of that rank ls
$7.600 a year, and the pay of that rank
on the retired list would be 75 per cent
of that sum, or $5,625. z
The propestion Involving Admiral
Rogers's retirement accordingly is be-
tween working for the Government at
$5,500 & yvear or golng upon the retired
list and doing nothing for the remain-
der of his Iife at $5,625. Of course, on
the retired list he receives no perqui-
sites and allowances, but for one who
enters the Navy from civil life as a
Paymaster and serves 30 vears-and-
odd and then retires on a pension of
$5,625 a year, that is doing pretty well.

Another Bureau Chiecf.

Perhaps the House will Interfere with
these fine plans, because If Admiral
ogers I8 to be disposed of In this fash-
fon it is believed to be only a question
of time when Admirnl Capps, head of
the Bureau of Construction and Repair,
who Is another Uon in the pathway of
the reorganization plan, will go the
same way. He, too, is a Bureau Chief,
with the relative rank of a Rear-Ad-
miral of the second class, and under
the new provision could retire on a
higher salary than he is now drawing.

It is probably Indispensable that these
opponents  of the Secretary’'s plans
should be sidetracked in some fashion.
The dizcipline of the service seems to
demand {t, altho both men are un-
doubtedly very capable and eflclent of-
ficers who have become identlfied with
a losing faction of the Navy. The cost
to the Government and to the service
of these factional quarrels s great,
Sooner or later herole methods have to
be adopted. The factionists have thelr
followings In Congress and out of Con-
Bress, which have to be reckoned with.
The histery of the Army and the Navy
shows the davelopment of these faction-
al quarrels from time to time, and the
factionnl quarrels ganerally come dur-
ing periods of advance in the adminls-
tratlon of the service and In the con-
duct of warfare. Some officers cham-
plon the established order of things and
others champion the new order of
things,

The present quarrel in the Navy has
been raging for four or five years, Pres-
ident Roosevelt fanned {t into vigorous
life by championing the advocates of a
new order of things in the Navy. Heo
encournged the officers who were try-
ing to work a revelution in the methods
of conducting the Navy. The reform
hus gone on since he left the White
House, and now Secretary Meyer is try=-
ing to close up the ranks, get the Navy
united on a new basis, and have the
service loyal and harmonious for the
reorganization plansa

The friends of the Navy hope Con-
gress will further the plans for the re-
adjustment as speedily as may be. At
best the Navy Is an expensive service,
and there is a feellng that the Govern-
ment is entitled to gensral co-operation
from its naval officers, that factional
quarrels should not be allowed to erip-
ple the efficiency of the service. That
I8 what Secretary Mever |s trying to get,
and whether his {deas are altogether
correct or not many public men are
convinced he ought to have full oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the efficacy of his
new plans.
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Memorial Day.

THE RAILROAD BILL.

| L e
'The Insurgents Making a Vigor-
| ous Holdup—The Bill Only a
Shadow of its Former Self.

-——

A week Is almost an era nowadays to
the President and Congress. The pres-
is one during which the Re-
| publicans find themseives halting be-
| tween hope and despair. If only some-
thing would turn up to repress and sup-
press those vigorous and Irrepressible
Senate |nsurgents! Some eight or 10
of them are holding the balance of
power in the upper legisiative branch,
and the best and smartest tacticg of
the best and smartest regulars have not
{ avalled (o free the Senate proceedings
| from the Insurgent grasp,

| ent week

In reality two groups are effecting
the holdup. One Iz the Democratic
minority, but its members are more

passive than are the members of the
insurgent group. Whenever the Demo-
crats are particularly satisfied with any
regular Republican amendment some
| of the party vote for it. Ditto with any
{insurgent amendment. A few days ago
some Democratlc Senators thought the
party should come out and deéclare It-
self in favor of amendments which its
|own members favored. With consid-
erable pomp and circumstance they
caucused In private rooms at night, and
finally decided that it was impractical
to attempt anything of the kind. Con-
sequently they are continuing in their
role of making trouble whenever and
wherever they can without having any
particular policy except opposition to
the President's rallroad bill,

The {nsurgents have a very well-de-
fined policy. It i3 one of intense oppo-
sition to the bill; but, unlike the Demo-
crats, the insurgents have specific
amendments to almost every clause and
paragraph of the bill, and they are
crowding those amendments to the fore
with might and main. Generally they
have enough Democrats voting with
them to make a majority, and that is
why the insurgents are able to hold up
the railroad biil and prolong the debate
thereon weil up to the month of June.

What Will Be the End?

Nevertheless and notwithstanding, the
burning questlon of the week |[s:
“Where are the regular Republicans
going to get off?”" They cannot pro-
long the agony forever. It is extremely
embarrassing to them to have to sur-
render the rallroad bill, and matters
have come to such a pass now that it
is a question whether they could side-
track the debate or the bill. Presum-
ably & motion by Senator Elkins or
Senator Aldrich to make some other
measure the unfinished business of the
Benate would command enough Demo-
criatic votes to make a majority, but
the Insurgents declare that the rallroad
bill shall not be allowed to drop into
the background until they have ample
opportunity to exploit thelr views about
some of the provisions hitherto little
debated. That means more time for
discussion and more embarrassment,
for it emphasizes the stress in which
the leaders find themselves.

No Surrender for the President.

uation will elear up. The legislativg
oldsters think they are “in for it."” and
talk about staying in Washington till
the middle of July. Such statementy
are unodubtedly exaggerated, altho
they come from pretty reliable siatis-
ticians. No one can tell when Congress
will adjourn, because no one can tell
when the present deadlock will break
or how it will break. If the President
would give the word to place his legise
lative program on the sidetrack for this
sesgion, there would be a great hustling
and bustiing, and in a couple of weeks
the legislative decks would be cleared
and Congress would be out of Washing-
ton. To date there are no signs of that
sort of a development, for the Presl-

refuzes to be djscouraged at the hostile
operations of the little band of deter-
mined insurgents.

FERVID SIDE CONTESTS.

Strong Demand for and Strong
Protests Against a Public Health
Department—The Cabinet Une
wieldy Now.

Congress is having some exceedingly
fervid side contests in the closing weeka
of an unusual session. These contesty
have been flaring up from time to time
quite unexpectedly and focussing atten-
tion for a little from the big events
which have steadily held the boards for
the Winter.

Only a few days ago there was a sud-
dan commotion around the Committes
on Public Health and Natlonal Quaran-
tine, A lot of folks have never before
heard of that commitiee, altho it s
listed In the roster of Senate commit-
tees and has a committee room. How-
aver, it |5 a committee—one of three or
four in the Senate—which has a Demo-
cratic Chairman. It is exceedingly ex-
ceptional for a committee Chalrman
from the minority party in the Senate
to have any business to do.

But Senator Thomas 8. Martin, Dem-
ocrat of Virginla and Chairman of the
Public Health Committee, found his
room ecrowded with business and plenty
of it for a season, when hearings wers
on affecting a bill by Senator Owen, of
Oklahoma, to create a Department of
Public Health. It was generally sup-
posed that the work of creating sentl-
ment for a Public Health Department
has been growing apace. President Taft
declared for it months ago, and every
little while there has been some demon-
stration or some visit of a committee to
the White House regarding a Publio
Health Department, which has given
fresh impetus to the work of building
public sentiment therefor.

Neverthelegs, around the Capitol It
has become apparent all of a sudden
that a Public Health Department haa
opposition in abundance, These oppo-
nents, who are understood to be the
proprietors of patent medicines and be-
lievers In divers methods of healing
not to mention a great and Influentic
body of people who for quite a time
have been furthering an nsmmmj
againgt what they are pleased to term
a “doctors' trust,”” made just about the/

Then, the President will not listen to
any terms that spell surrender. He }s]
willing to concede here and to concede
there, but above all he wants the bill
to be pressed to a final vote in the Sen-
ate,. And acting on his adviee the
Republican leaders have gought to con-
clliate till the bill which some months
ago the President was urging should
be pnssed exactly as it was drawn is
hardly more than the shadow of its
former self. But there are some things
which the friends of the measure are
unwilling to yield on, and which the
insurgents clalm are a sine qua non,
and =o it goes. Parleys and conferences,
there have been ad nauseam, and the
wrangle grows more and more compli-
cated till it seems as tho the Senate
Is receding rather than advancing with
the rallroad bill L :

Naturally the Republicans want to
gat out of Washington and back to
thelr constituents, It Is contrary to the
modern precedents of that businesslike
party to stay in Washington late dur-
ing a long session of Congress. It was
only a few years ago that Congress at
its long sesslon was adjourning late in
April or by the middle of May. And In
those days men boasated of the dispatch
with which public business was trans-
acted, On the other hand, the Demo-
crats are elated, for the prolongation of
the gession retards the work of Repub-
Hean fence-bullding at home, and the
Democrats, long out of Federal power,
have learned to fear thelr opponents in
a hard-fought campalgn, where there
Is opportunity to arouse ths people.

Mo one knows just how aspon the sit-

loudest protest that has been heard ir=
Washington for a long time against any,
matter of legislation. In the first place,
as the day for the hearings upon the
Public Health Department bill ap-
proached they loaded the wires with'
messages of protest.

It is nothing strangc for telegrams
of protest against th's und that to come
in a flood upen Washington, but the
protests agniast the Public Health De-
partment made a new record. These
telegrams literally comsa by the tens of
thousands. Exira forces of operators
were engaged night and day for about
48 hours in the Washington telegrapn
offices. And on top of these prolesia
the opponents of a Public Health Dwe-
partment sent powerful orators down
to Washington to volce their dissent.
It almost goes without saying that
neither the Senate nor the House would
énnct a bill that had been so stoutly
protested, especially whera there seems
to be no very lively public sentiment
back of it. And it has been agreed that
the bill will not be reported, at lcast,
till next Winter.

The Cablnct Large Enough,

It is worth noticing In that connece
tion that the establishment of & new
Executive Department {8 by no menns

an easy undertaking these modern days.

A feeling prevalls that the Presidant's
Cabinet is us large as it ought to be and
perhaps lar=zer than it could well be. It
now cons'sts of nine members, two of

whom ! been authorized in the last
20 yen ‘o Secrolary of Agricultura
and the secretary of Commerce and

dent is hanging on llke grim death, and .



